As circulating citrulline is derived almost exclusively from the small intestine, its plasma levels have been proposed as a reliable marker of intestinal function. The aim of this study was to assess longitudinal changes of plasma citrulline in preterm neonates with necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) and correlate them with the course of the disease.
Background and aim:
As circulating citrulline is derived almost exclusively from the small intestine, its plasma levels have been proposed as a reliable marker of intestinal function. The aim of this study was to assess longitudinal changes of plasma citrulline in preterm neonates with necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) and correlate them with the course of the disease. 
Conclusions:
Our findings provide preliminary evidence that citrulline levels are reduced in preterm neonates with NEC compared to age-matched controls. Serial citrulline determinations could be helpful in monitoring improvement of intestinal function during the course of NEC.
